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Ideas Lab 
Mental Health for Children and Adolescents 

24 – 28 May 2017 
SCHLOSSPARK MAUERBACH (Vienna, Austria) 

 
Call for Participants in a five-day Ideas Lab focusing on 

the challenge 
“Children of mentally ill parents” 

Closing date for applications: 8th March 2017 
 
 

1. Introduction  

The Ludwig Boltzmann Gesellschaft (LBG) is an independent research funding 

organisation with a major focus on the health sciences. With its 18 research institutes 

and clusters and approximately 600 employees, it conducts world-class research with the 

aim of generating innovations for society. The LBG is convinced that innovation is also 

the result of openness, interdisciplinarity, internationality, and a clear focus on quality. 

 

A not inconsiderable 27 percent of all diseases in Western societies are already 

attributable to mental disorders, meaning that more than 83 million people are affected 

by mental illness (WHO, 2015). In an Open Innovation project unique to Europe, the 

crowdsourcing initiative dubbed ''Tell us!', the LBG motivated patients, family members 

and healthcare professionals into generating research questions in the field of mental 

health. Thousands of visitors contributed to the online platform, from more than 80 

countries and with 400 high-quality inputs – that is the result of this crowdsourcing 

initiative. The submissions were analysed and clustered, rated by the crowd and a jury of 

experts, and then developed into research approaches. The securing of mental health for 

children and adolescents was gleaned from the analysis as the highest-ranked issue. 

 

Therefore, LBG announces a four-year funded interdisciplinary research 

programme focusing on mental health of children and adolescents. In particular, 

as the children of mentally ill parents have a higher risk of developing mental illnesses 

themselves, the multidisciplinary research programme has a specific focus on:  

 

CHILDREN OF MENTALLY ILL PARENTS 

The hereditary and environmental conditions of disease 

 

In order to facilitate the successful start of excellent research, LBG plans to host an 

interactive and free-thinking workshop event, called an Ideas Lab. The aim of the Ideas 

Lab is to bring together a unique mix of expertise from various disciplines to form 

research teams that produce high quality research proposals. The emphasis will be 

placed on a cross-disciplinary approach to foster new collaborations and bring new 

thinking to the problem encouraging innovative ways of problem-solving. This highly 

innovative method will encourage the cooperative generation of new ideas and will open 

possibilities for completely new research constellations and boundary spanning activities. 

 

During the Ideas Lab, a selected group of scientists from a diverse range of disciplines, 

will come together to immerse themselves in an inspiring collaborative thinking process. 

In this creative environment, the Ideas Lab will aim to create innovative solutions to 

address the defined research challenges. 
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Our aim is that the Ideas Lab will enable researchers to perform interdisciplinary research 

projects, focusing on mental health for children and adolescents that will have a strong 

societal benefit, potentially taking revolutionary approaches to the complex challenges in 

this area.  

 

It is expected that in total, up to EUR 1.5 Mio. (per year, over a period of four years) will 

be available to fund several Ludwig Boltzmann Research Groups on Mental Health 

for Children and Adolescents formed around the Principal Investigators and Co-

Investigators arising from this Ideas Lab. The Principal Investigators will take the lead 

role within each Research Group and are expected to be strongly committed to their role; 

they will be offered a fulltime employment contract by LBG. They will lead the research 

direction of the group and are responsible for the recruitment of further researchers as 

well as technical and administrative staff. The Co-Investigators will be strongly 

committed to the Research group and can receive funding from the Research Group while 

remaining at their current institution. The Co-Investigators will not necessarily be 

employed by LBG and, although desirable, it is not essential that they are co-located with 

the Principal Investigators. Nonetheless, the Co-Investigators are expected to strongly 

engage with the Research Group by regular extended visits, online meetings, 

collaborations, etc.  

 

The Ludwig Boltzmann Research Groups on Mental Health for Children and 

Adolescents will primarily be based at Austrian Universities. It is expected that the 

interdisciplinary research groups will strongly connect to the Austrian and international 

scientific community and will work closely together with key stakeholders such as 

patients’ organisations, professional associations, user-crowds etc.  

 

 

2. The Research Challenges for the Ideas Lab  

What steps can be taken to prevent children of mentally ill parents from becoming 

mentally ill? How could science help to support these families and enable mental 

resilience? For many of the affected families, therapists and physicians, these are 

questions of great importance, which will require ground-breaking scientific 

developments. The factors involved in early identification of children with risk potential 

are largely unexplored, and an interdisciplinary approach is required for scientific 

investigation of this new question. The Ideas Lab will serve as a catalyst to help scientists 

from various disciplines to generate research proposals within the scope of one or more 

of the following key research areas: 

 What new behavioural and biological biomarkers could be identified for 

developing new predictive and preventive measures for children with mentally ill 

parents? 

 How can new diagnostic tools and Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) 

accelerate early detection of mental disorder symptoms in children with 

mentally ill parents (e.g. using educational institutions; during the treatment of 

mentally ill parents caring/ involving the children)?  

 Which digital health tools (diagnostic and intervention) could be designed 

and where could they be applied in order to help children with parents who are 

mentally ill? 

 What new environmental intervention strategies could be developed for 

mentally ill children (of mentally ill parents)? 

 What new child-specific intervention strategies could be developed (e.g. 

trauma therapies for children)? 

 How does media consumption affect mental health of children with parents 

having a mental disorder? 

 How to de-stigmatise children of mentally ill parents? 
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 How could individual scientific monitoring of the health status of children of 

mentally ill parents be designed? 

 What support structures should be developed (e.g. sociological, legal 

frameworks) for mentally ill parents and their children? 

 

 

3. The Ideas Lab  

Participants from a diverse range of backgrounds are invited to apply their knowledge, 

skills and experience across disciplinary areas to develop innovative research with the 

potential to deliver practical solutions to the challenges around mental health for children 

and adolescents. 

 

The broad aims of the Ideas Lab are to generate research proposals which can:  

• Build a better understanding of the problems and challenges posed by mental 

illnesses and allow these to be framed in a clearer way.  

• Address the key research challenges that are identified.  

• Identify a common language between disciplines.  

• Facilitate interaction between key researchers and users and persons concerned. 

• Bring in multi-disciplinary perspectives to problems, thus increasing the 

innovation potential of the research teams. 

 

The Ideas Lab will involve a maximum of 30 scientists, as participants. It will be led by 

the Director of the Ideas Lab, who chairs the Ideas Lab and will be supported by a team 

of mentors who are experts in the field of mental health for children and adolescents. The 

Director and mentors encourage new ideas by asking questions, highlighting ideas that 

seem exciting, and making connections between participants and between emerging 

ideas. Furthermore, they will act as independent reviewers, making a funding 

recommendation on the projects emerging from the process. 

 

 

How will it work?  

The Ideas Lab will run over five days starting late afternoon on 24 May 2017 and 

finishing in the late afternoon on 28 May 2017. 

 

The Ideas Lab can be broken down into several stages:  

• Defining the scope of the challenges together with LBG  

• Evolving common languages and terminologies amongst people from a diverse 

range of backgrounds and disciplines  

• Sharing understandings of the challenges, and the expertise brought by the 

participants to the Ideas Lab  

• Taking part in break-out sessions focusing on the challenges, using creative 

thinking techniques  

• Capturing the outputs in the form of highly innovative research projects 

• Formation of the research teams consisting of Principal Investigators and Co-

Investigators 

• Selecting the projects using “real-time” peer review as well as a validation check 

 

 

Who is invited to apply?  

Experienced researchers with up to 8 years of post-doctoral experience or equivalent 

qualifications (Principal Investigators shall have been awarded their first PhD ≤ 8 years 

prior to 1 January 2017, i.e. after 1 January 2009) who feel that they can contribute to 

one or more of the challenges in this research area, regardless of their disciplinary 

background, are invited to apply for the participation in the Ideas Lab. The potential 

participants should indicate how their expertise can address one or more of the defined 
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challenges. As the Ideas Lab is predicated on an ethos of innovative collaborative 

working, applicants must demonstrate both enthusiasm and appropriate personal 

attributes for multidisciplinary collaborative research. Furthermore, the ability to develop 

and pursue a new approach will also be a key criterion in selecting applicants. We 

emphasise that this call is open to any discipline, but anticipate that it will be of 

particular interest to those working in the following areas: 

 Psychiatry (Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Neuropsychiatry) 

 Psychology (Developmental Psychology, Clinical Psychology, Psychotherapy) 

 Paediatrics  

 Neurosciences (Biomarkers, Diagnosis) 

 Sociology (Family Studies, Social Work, Child and Adolescent Sociology) 

 Health Sciences (Nursing, Public Health, Alternative Medicine, Genetics, 

Molecular Biology, Biochemistry, Immunology, Physiology, Medical Biotechnology, 

Nutrition, E-Health) 

 Arts (Literature, Music, Philosophy, Theatre, Dance, Film) 

 Computer Sciences (Artificial Intelligence, Virtual Reality, Digital Health Tools, 

Human Computer Interface, Design) 

 Educational Sciences 

 Law 

 Media and Communication Sciences 

Applicants should not feel limited by conventional perceptions of research 

performed in this field; the Ideas Lab approach is about bringing together 

people who would not normally interact. This is a novel boundary-spanning 

opportunity to share ideas and develop future collaborations.  

 

 

Applying for the Ideas Lab  

Applicants are kindly asked to upload their completed Expression of Interest by following 

this link: ideaslab.lbg.ac.at 

 

The answers to the questions in this application form will be used to assess the 

candidates and convince a panel that they have the suitable skills and attitude to 

participate in this Ideas Lab.  

 

The deadline for applications is 8 March 2017. Applications should be submitted 

electronically using the link above. Please note that late submissions will not be 

considered. 

 

Applicants will be informed of their selection for the Ideas Lab event after 14 April 2017. 

 

In order to participate, the applicant must commit to attend for the full five-day duration 

of the Ideas Lab. Those selected to attend will receive a further briefing prior to the 

event. Full details of the venue, how to get there and the accommodation arrangements 

will be sent to participants once they are confirmed.  

 

All accommodation, refreshments, breakfast, lunch and dinner costs during the event will 

be met by LBG. However, all travel expenses and incidental costs incurred whilst 

travelling to and from, and during participation at the event must be met by the 

participant. 
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Evaluation of Applications for the Ideas Lab  

Applications will be assessed by a Selection Panel consisting of the Ideas Lab Director 

and mentors (including an organisational psychologist) looking to ensure a mix of 

disciplines and experience.  

 

Their assessment will be based on the following criteria:  

• The ability to develop new, adventurous and highly original research ideas in 

respect to the research challenges;  

• The potential to contribute to research at the interface between disciplines;  

• The ability to work as part of a team;  

• The ability to explain research to non-experts.  

 

It is therefore important to give evidence of your fulfilment of these criteria in your 
application. Please ensure that you upload the completed Expression of Interest, as this is 

the document upon which potential Ideas Lab attendees will be selected.  

 

Please note that because of the large number of applications expected, we will not be 

able to give individual feedback to unsuccessful applicants.  

 

 

4. Post Ideas Lab Proposal Assessment  

Following the Ideas Lab, the research teams consisting of Principal Investigators and Co-

Investigators with the highest potential will be tasked to elaborate on their research 

proposals covering their intended activities as identified at the Ideas Lab as part of the 

funding application. The deadline for submission of the elaborated research proposals is 

10 July 2017. Further guidance on this part of the process will be available during the 

Ideas Lab event.  

 

The primary criteria used throughout the process of developing and assessing the final 

proposals will be how adequately proposals address the vision of the call. We seek to 

support those that demonstrate:  

• Novel, highly multidisciplinary research projects, clearly reflecting the distinctive 

opportunity for creating such projects that the Ideas Lab provides.  

• Clear evidence that the research team has the capability to deliver their project as 

a high quality multidisciplinary activity, provided both through the presentation of 

their joint proposal and their activity during the Ideas Lab.  

• Clear relevance to and the potential to make a distinctive and novel contribution 

towards addressing the research challenges in this area.  

 

It is planned that final funding decisions will be made by the end of July 2017.  
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5. Key Dates  

Call launched     17 January 2017 

Ideas Lab registration deadline  8 March 2017 

Selection of Participants   14 April 2017 

Ideas Lab     24 to 28 May 2017 

Proposal submission deadline  10 July 2017  

Funding announcement   End of July 2017 

 

 

6. Contact Details 

If you have any further queries, please get in touch with our Ideas Lab team Raphaela 

Kaisler and Patrick Lehner at ideaslab@lbg.ac.at. 

mailto:ideaslab@lbg.ac.at

